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Client : PS Company Ltd.

Design : Andrea Hikone, A.H.ARCHITECTS
Construction : KAJIMA CORPORATION
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This is a spacious site of 250,000m2. Most of that area
remains as natural forest. Within that forest, in a small
clearing, stands the factory and office of this air conditioner
manufacturer. The site is right next to the Matsuo-Hachimantai
interchange of the Tohoku Expressway. The village had
the idea of developing this place as an industrial park and
attracting numerous factories to it. However, the client fell
in love with this environment and bought the whole area,
wanting to make the site for a new lifestyle, working while
living together with nature. This proposal was accepted after
passionate negotiation, leading to the creation of this building,
surrounded by deep forest. First of all, | deeply admire the
excellence of that farsighted vision.
The south side of the building is entirely glazed over a long
elevation. The form is simple, but the combination of the
ultramarine color of the window frames and the yellow of the
eaves frames extending on both sides is eye-catching. That
feature has the charm of what was the fashion of high-tech
architecture.
Once inside, there is a multilevel space running the whole
length of the glazed south side, between the east and west
ends of the building. It commands a view out that one cannot
imagine from the outside. There are potted plants dotted along
the space, and four plant beds, from which trees grow almost
to the ceiling. Seen from the desk spaces at the back, the
plants inside and outside, on both sides of the glass, feel
continuous. It really gives the impression of working in the
heart of a forest.
In winter, the semi-outdoor space along the south side
provides heat gain. In summer, on the other hand, the broad-
leaf trees planted on the outside provide shade, so the interior
does not heat up. Of course, products made by the client,
an air conditioner manufacturer, are used skilfully. There are
also many uses of advanced energy-saving materials which
were not widely used at the time, such as heat-insulating
sash windows and external insulation panels, which also
served as formwork. More than relying on those kinds of
building services and materials, the design made a principle
of applying passive design techniques, which make the most
of natural energy. That is why the building has not lost its
fresh and novel appeal even now, 25 years later. In fact, |
feel that its appeal has grown, as it has become closer to its
surrounding environment.
The designer was born and raised in Germany, and came to
Japan after graduating from university. This is said to have
been the first building she designed. | also want to praise the
client’s bold decision to nurture a young architect by putting
the design of such a major project in her hands.
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